
WORSHIP SERVICE 
March 14, 2021 

Fourth Sunday in Lent 
 
 WE GATHER FOR WORSHIP 
  Prelude 
  Welcome 
*  GRd¶V GUeeWiQg 
*  We Greet One Another  
*  Call to Worship 
   Come to the Lord, who is rich in grace; 
   Approach our God, who is full of mercy. 
   We will praise God with all our heart  
   and glorify the name of the Most High forever.  Alleluia!  
*  OSeQiQg SRQg: ³PUaiVe TR The LRUd The AOPighW\´        Lift Up Your Hearts #575 

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty the King of creation! O my soul, praise him, for he is your health and 
salvation! Come, all who hear; brothers and sisters draw near, join me in glad adoration! 

PUaiVe WR Whe LRUd, ZhR R¶eU aOO WhiQgV iV wondrously reigning, sheltering you under his wings, oh, so 
gently sustaining. Have you not seen all that is needful has been sent by his gracious ordaining? 

Praise to the Lord, who will prosper your work and defend you; surely his goodness and mercy shall 
daily attend you. Ponder anew what the Almighty can do as with his love he befriends you. 

Praise to the Lord! O, let all that is in me adore him! All that has life and breath, come now with praises before 
him! Let the amen sound from his people again. Gladly forever adore him! 

*  Opening Prayer 

 WE ARE RECONCILED TO GOD  
  Unison Prayer of Confession 
   Almighty God, in Jesus Christ you love us,  
   but we have not loved you.  
   You have opened your heart to us, 
   and in our pride we have spurned your care. 
   You have given us all things and we have squandered your gifts.  
   We have grieved you and caused hurt to others.   
   Cleanse us from our sin that we might never stray from your love  
   but always remain with you.  Amen. 
  Assurance of Pardon 
   The Lord God said: I will give you a new heart  
   and put a new spirit within you; I will remove from you your heart of stone  
   and give you a heart of flesh.  (Ezekiel 36:26) 
   Hear the good news: Through Christ,  
   our minds and hearts are cleansed, healed and renewed! 
  Song of RespoQVe: ³HeUe I AP LRUd´         Lift Up Your Hearts #869 

I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard my people cry. All who dwell in dark and sin my hand will 
save. I, who made the stars of night, I will make their darkness bright. 

Who will bear my light to them? whom shall I send? 
Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? I have heard you calling in the night. 
I will go, Lord, if you lead me. I will hold your people in my heart.  

I, the Lord of snow and rain, I haYe bRUQe P\ SeRSOe¶V SaiQ. I have wept for love of them. They turn 
away. I will break their hearts of stone, give them hearts for love alone. 

I will speak my word to them. Whom shall I send? 



Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? I have heard you calling in the night. 
I will go, Lord, if you lead me. I will hold your people in my heart. 

I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame. I will set a feast for them. My hand will 
save. Finest bread I will provide Till their hearts be satisfied. I will give my life to them.  

Whom shall I send? 
Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? I have heard you calling in the night. 
I will go, Lord, if you lead me. I will hold your people in my heart. 

  Congregational Prayer 

 :E HEA5 GOD¶6 :O5D 
  ChiOdUeQ¶V MeVVage 
  Scripture Reading: Matthew 27:15-26 

Jesus Before Pilate 
11 MeaQZhiOe JeVXV VWRRd befRUe Whe gRYeUQRU, aQd Whe gRYeUQRU aVNed hiP, ³AUe \RX Whe NiQg Rf Whe JeZV?´ 

³YRX haYe Vaid VR,´ JeVXV UeSOied. 12 When he was accused by the chief priests and the elders, he gave no 
answer. 13 TheQ PiOaWe aVNed hiP, ³DRQ¶W \RX heaU Whe WeVWiPRQ\ Whe\ aUe bUiQgiQg agaiQVW \RX?´ 14 But Jesus 

made no reply, not even to a single charge²to the great amazement of the governor. 15 Now it was the 
gRYeUQRU¶V cXVWRP aW Whe feVWiYaO WR UeOeaVe a SUiVRQeU chRVeQ b\ Whe cURZd. 16 At that time they had a well-
known prisoner whose name was Jesus[a] Barabbas. 17 So when the crowd had gathered, Pilate asked them, 

³Which RQe dR \RX ZaQW Pe WR UeOeaVe WR \RX: JeVXV BaUabbaV, RU JeVXV ZhR iV caOOed Whe MeVViah?´ 18 For he 
knew it was out of self-interest that they had handed Jesus over to him. 19 While Pilate was sitting on the 

MXdge¶V VeaW, hiV Zife VeQW hiP WhiV PeVVage: ³DRQ¶W haYe aQ\WhiQg WR dR ZiWh WhaW iQQRceQW PaQ, fRU I haYe 
VXffeUed a gUeaW deaO WRda\ iQ a dUeaP becaXVe Rf hiP.´ 20 But the chief priests and the elders persuaded the 
crowd to ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus executed. 21 ³Which Rf Whe WZR dR \RX ZaQW Pe WR UeOeaVe WR 

\RX?´ aVNed Whe gRYeUQRU. ³BaUabbaV,´ Whe\ aQVZeUed. 22 ³WhaW VhaOO I dR, WheQ, ZiWh JeVXV ZhR iV caOOed Whe 
Messiah?´ PiOaWe aVNed. The\ aOO aQVZeUed, ³CUXcif\ hiP!´ 23 ³Wh\? WhaW cUiPe haV he cRPPiWWed?´ aVNed 

PiOaWe. BXW Whe\ VhRXWed aOO Whe ORXdeU, ³CUXcif\ hiP!´ 24 When Pilate saw that he was getting nowhere, but that 
instead an uproar was starting, he took water and ZaVhed hiV haQdV iQ fURQW Rf Whe cURZd. ³I aP iQQRceQW Rf WhiV 
PaQ¶V bORRd,´ he Vaid. ³IW iV \RXU UeVSRQVibiOiW\!´ 25 AOO Whe SeRSOe aQVZeUed, ³HiV bORRd iV RQ XV aQd RQ RXU 

chiOdUeQ!´ 26 Then he released  Barabbas to them. But he had Jesus flogged, and handed him over to be 
crucified. 

  MeVVage: ³What Shall I Do, Then, With This Jesus?´  

 :E 5E63OND 7O GOD¶6 :O5D 
  Prayer of Application 
*  SRQg Rf ReVSRQVe: ³AV The DeeU´         Lift Up Your Hearts #503 

As the deer pants for the water, so my soul longs after you; 
yoX aORQe aUe P\ heaUW¶V deViUe, and I long to worship you. 

you alone are my strength, my shield; to you alone may my spirit yield; 
yoX aORQe aUe P\  heaUW¶V deViUe, and I long to worship you! 

 WE DEPART TO SERVE 
*  Blessing 
*  Postlude 
 

*Please stand if you are able.  
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